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December 10
Sparkling Winter 

Holiday Social
ASD Leopard’s Paw

2400 W. Markham St.
Little Rock, AR 72205
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

ARS Little Rock Field Office 
held a Deaf, Deaf World Event

On October 28, 2022, the 

ARS Little Rock Field Office 
held a “Deaf, Deaf World” 

event open to all ARS staff.  
The event started off with 
Holly Ketchum, counselor in 

the Little Rock Field Office, 
teaching American Sign 

Language to the morning 

group.  Next, participants 
went through a Deafblind 
simulation before entering 

the challenging “Deaf, Deaf 

World.” All who participated 
seemed to enjoy the 

challenge and left with a 
greater appreciation for their 

consumers who are Deaf, 
Hard of Hearing or Deafblind.

Holly teaches signs to those 

who attended the morning 
session. 

Participants attempting to 

communicate in various modes 

of communication in the “Deaf, 

Deaf World.”

Group photo of volunteers and 

participants who completed the 
afternoon session.

December 17
BBQ Dinner with Mr. & 

Mrs. Claus
John Powell Senior Center

203 Park St.
Springdale, AR 72764
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
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Arkansas School for the Deaf Update
Casey Brown with the Arkansas School for the Deaf (ASD) and the Arkansas Deaf Career Center 

(ADCC) submitted the following events.   
First, in October, the Arkansas Deaf Career Center (ADCC) and ASD co-hosted College Night 101 
for high school students and their families. Numerous agencies and colleges were there to meet with 
students and share resources for planning for a successful future! They enjoyed a fun interactive trivia 

game about Financial Aid with door prizes for the winners.  

The ADCC staff members meet every Tuesday afternoon with the ASD ARS Vocational Rehab 
counselor to talk about Self-Advocacy, future careers, Deaf rights, college and training options, and 
independent living skills of their students.  

Another program that we have is “Elevate.” This is for clients who are 18–21-year-old residential 
clients of ADCC. Each of these clients is achieving individual goals such as attending UA-PTC 
culinary school, taking Driver’s Ed classes through ACDC, taking online Accuplacer Test Preparation 
courses, financial literacy, and home maintenance. Currently, eight young adult clients are enrolled in 
the ADCC Elevate program.

And lastly, there was a lot of hard work, recognition of student excellence, heartfelt tears, and love 
from student families and supporters at the UA-PTC 3D program COHORT 2022 Knife Kit Ceremony. 
Students invited families and supporters to a lunch and dessert service made by them. The ceremony 
marked a core memory for students as they received the tools they will use during their education and 
career.
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Let us know what you and your group have been up to!  To share your information in the next 
newsletter send information to Cheryl.seymore@arkansas.gov

Certified Nursing Assistant (CAN) 
or Personal Care Assistant (PCA) Training

Do you like helping people?  

Have you ever considered 

working in the medical field? 
Arkansas Rehabilitation 

Services (ARS) is considering 
setting up a CAN/PCA training 
for the Deaf sometime this fall.  
If you are interested, please 

contact Holly Ketchum at Holly.
ketchum@arkansas.gov. 

Arkansas Deaf Open 

Captioned Movies:
For information about the 

next event please contact 
Kelly Myers via Facebook 

and look for “Arkansas Deaf 

Open Caption Movies.”

Do you know someone in Arkansas that communicates well in 
ASL?  Are they considering a career in interpreting?  Arkansas 

Rehabilitation Services in partnership with area interpreting 
agencies are working on a fast-track class for qualified individuals 
to become a credentialed interpreter. Due to a statewide shortage 
of interpreters, the Arkansas Quality Assurance Screening Test for 

Interpreters is also temporarily waiving the degree requirement for 
testing.  For more information, please contact Cheryl Seymore at 
501-686-9683, or Cheryl.seymore@arkansas.gov.

CALLING ALL CODA’S AND FLUENT SIGNERS!

Seeking Quilters to Start Deaf Quilters Group
Julie Ann Chavez 

is a professional Deaf 

quilter in Central AR 
interested in starting 

a Deaf quilters group.  
If you are interested, 

please contact her 

at the information 

provided.

Do you need your 

Driver’s License?
Did you know that 

Arkansas Rehabilitation 

Services can help you get 

your driver’s license? We 

can provide Zoom classes 

with an interpreter through 
the Arkansas Career 

Development Center. For 
more information contact 

Holly Ketchum at holly.
ketchum@arkansas.gov.
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