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WIOA Partner’s Conference 

2024

ACT Work Ready 

Communities

“Arkansas is LIT”



ACT Work 

Ready 

Communities 

Mission

Link Align

Match
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Employers pinpoint 

skill need and hire 

right the first time

Individuals prepare 

for success by 

understanding   

employer demands

Educators and 

policy makers 

measure skill gaps 

and build pathways 

Economic 

Developers 

compete on proven 

workforce value

workreadycommunities.org
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Over 
5.9M
NCRCs Earned

571
Participating Counties

Work Ready 
Communities 
Nationally

344
States

Over 28,000
Employers Supporting

Over

22,000
Job Profiles Completed



2015 Mississippi 
County one of 
the 1st to join & 
2017 the 1st 
Certified ACT 
WRC in the 
State

Judge Terri Brassfield 

(Source KAIT-TV
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Southeast 
Arkansas

REGIONAL 
WRC
LAUNCH
APRIL 2017 
Delta 
counties
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Senators Jane 

English and Eddie 

Cheatham

Bethany Robbins, HR 

Mgr, Potlatch Corp.

Chris Massingil, Eddie Cheatham, 

Governor Hutchison

Drs. Karla Hughes and Maria 

Markham, ADHE Director ACT® WRC Director 

Fred McConnel

Star City 

Superintendent 

Jon Laffoon



Additional 
SE 
counties 
join 2018
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Arkansas 
Celebrates 
1st 
Certified 
Region in 
the State

Sept 2022
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Arkansas 
Work Ready 
Communities 
2020

26 counties
engaged
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Arkansas 
WRC – Hot 
Springs 
Boot Camp 
March 
2023



Arkansas 
Work Ready 
Communities
Feb 2024 
(Boot Camp in 
Conway, AR)
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1124 Employers 

Supporting



Arkansas WRC today!

1245 Arkansas employers supporting!!



Tracking
Employer 
Support

“Our founder, Ivan Crossland, Sr. 

always made education a high 

priority for himself and for those 

around him. Our company 

continues to value high quality 

education and the Work 

Readiness test and certificate has 

proven to be a great indicator of 

that. To help establish this test in 

our area schools is a great way 

for Crossland to promote 

academic excellence and the 

value of credentials. We look at it 

as a win for the students, a win 

for the schools, and a win for the 

community,” stated Nathan 

Kubicek, Crossland Construction.



Powerful 
Results for 
Community
Economic
Development

Boost Labor Market 

Competitiveness

Equip Business 

Attraction/Retention

Reduce Poverty and

Improve Quality of Life

Enhanced Goodwill 

and Enhance Image
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The View from 
Site Selection 
Consultants
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Work Ready Communities 

are setting themselves 

apart; positioning 

themselves to attract new 

companies

—Robby Burgan

Manager, Location Strategies

Evergreen Advisors

As a corollary would 

recommend that all 

counties become work 

ready certified

—Mr. Dennis Donovan

Location Strategy and 

Site Selection Advisor

ACT Work Ready is truly 

the best workforce 

development marketing 

tool I have seen.

—Chad Chancellor

Co-Founder/CEO

The Next Move Group

When I see that a county is 

ACT Work Ready I know 

that they are following the 

steps in planning for the 

current and future 

workforce. Therefore, our 

tendency at FCG is to look 

strongly at ACT Work 

Ready Communities for 

new site locations. I would 

encourage all communities 

to seek that status.

—Mr. Deane C. Foote, CEcD

President & CEO

Foote Consulting Group
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9 
Arkansas 
counties 
received 
awards 
for WRC 
2024
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