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Artee Williams, Director July 17, 2009

TO:

Local Workforce Investment Board Chairs

Chief Elected Officials

Local Workforce Investment Board Administrators
Local Service Providers

SUBJECT: Transfer of the Arkansas Workforce Investment Board to the Department of

1.

Workforce Services and Composition Changes to the Arkansas Workforce
Investment Board.

Purpose: To communicate organizational changes at the state level and composition changes to
the state workforce investment board to local workforce investment areas.

References: Arkansas Act 1487 of 2009.
http-//www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2009/R/Acts/Act 1487 .pdf

General Information: Arkansas Act 1487 of 2009 transferred the Arkansas Workforce
Investment Board (AWIB) to the Arkansas Department of Workforce Services (DWS) cffective
July 1, 2009 and made several changes to the composition of the state board.

By moving the staff support of the state board to the primary workforce agency, the Department
of Workforce Services, the state will realize a savings of reduced administration expenses by
utilizing already existing infrastructure within the DWS for program oversight, management,
and fiscal services for the WIA programs. One leadership direction will be realized at the state
level for workforce development and can be consistently applied at the local workforce
investment area level, Furthermore, there will be one contact agency for the state, rather than
two, for the benefit of our federal awarding agency.

The transfer of the AWIB personnel to DWS took place on July 1, 2009. Former AWIB
employees were retained and integrated into other programs at DWS such as Trade Adjustment
Assistance, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, Workforce Investment Act, and the
Office of Monitoring and Compliance.

Attachment A provides points of contact at DWS for state board and WIA related activities.

-Over-
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A management level organizational chart for the DWS agency, the Office of Employment
Assistance and Office of Financial Management and Administrative Services is attached for
reference.

Arkansas Act 1487 of 2009 also made several changes to the composition of the Arkansas
Workforce Investment Board to bring the membership requirements back in line with federal
legislation. In the 2003 legislative session, several changes to the Arkansas statute were made
that caused the state workforce investment board membership to be contradictory to federal
legislation and membership requirements. As of July 1, 2009 all existing state board
membership terms expired. The Governor’s Office of Appointments is in the process of making
appointments to the state board according to the new membership criteria,

4. Action Required: Ensure that all staff and partners have received this communication.

5. Inquiries: Questions regarding this guidance should be directed to Cindy Varner at 501-371-
1028 or cindy.varner(@arkanas.goyv.

6. Attachments:
Attachment A: DWS Points of Contact for WIA Related Activities
Attachment B: DWS Organizational Chart (Management Level)
Attachment C: Employment Assistance Organizational Chart (Management Level), and
Attachment D: Financial Management & Administrative Services Organizational Chart
(Management Level)
Attachment E: DWS Area Operation Chief Areas and Contact Information

7. Expiration Date: Continuing.




Department of Workforce Services
Contacts for WIA Related Activities

July 14, 2009

Area of Responsibility

Contact

State Board Activities

Cindy Varner

Assistant Director, Employment Assistance
Phone: 501-371-1028

Fax: 501-683-5858

Email: cindy.varner@arkansas.gov

Technical Assistance for WIA
Programs and Governance

Rob Marek

Administrative Services Manager
Phone: 501-371-1027

Fax: 501-683-5858

Email:  robert.marek@arkansas.gov

National Emergency Grants

Stephanie Carlo

Program Operations Manager

Phone: 501-683-4707

Fax: 501-683-5915

Email: stephanie.carlo@arkansas.gov

Targeted Populations {i.e.,
youth, persons with disabilities,
mature workers, low-inceme,
etc.)

Glenn Sergeant

Targeied Populations Advisor

Phone: 501-371-1016

Fax: 501-683-5858

Email: glennsergeant@arkansas.gov

Wagner-Peyser and Veterans
Services

Jim Case

Program Operations Manager
Phone; 501-682-1893

Fax: 501-683-5915

Email:  jim.case@arkansas.gov

Rapid Response and Trade
Adjustment Assistance

Jay Bassett

Division Chief for Dislocated Worker Services
Phone: 501-682-1818

Fax: 501-682-3537

Email: jay.bassett@arkansas.gov

WIA Monitoring

Idell Moseley

Program Operations Manager
Phone: 501-682-3425

Fax: 501-682-3137

Email:  idell.moseley@arkansas.gov

DWS Contacts




DWS Field Operations Ron Snead

Deputy Director

Phone: 501-682-2033

Fax: 501-682-3144

Email:  ron.snead@arkansas.gov

WIA Grants Accounting Fred Wiedower

Division Chief

Phone: 501-683-5358

Fax: 501-537-5898

Email: fred.wiedower@arkansas.gov

The mailing address for all above-listed contacts, regardless of physical office location, is as
follows:

P.O. Box 2981

Little Rock, AR 72203

DWS Contacts
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